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triggere

PREVIOUSLY IN 

CERTAIN PEOPLE WORLDWIDE ARE… CHANGING. TRANSFORMING.

IGNITING WITH POWER.

OUR WORLD’S DNA IS CHANGING.

UNPRECEDENTED TECTONIC SHIFTS. SPONTANEOUS, RADICAL CHANGES IN THE ECOLOGY.

IN MOMENTS OF UNIMAGINABLE AGITATION, THE HUMAN RACE ACTS OUT IN UNIMAGINABLE WAYS.
AND THOSE ARE JUST INDIVIDUAL SPECIES. NOW EARTH ITSELF IS PUSHING BACK.



welcome to

This one wasn’t easy to write.

 

IGNITED is about the aftermath of a domestic terror 

attack on a school and a handful of survivors who’ve 

been given sufficient power to effect change on a 

radical level. We don’t take the matter lightly. Every 

time we sit down at the keyboard, we are mindful of 

the trauma that survivors and the families  

of victims are going to have to deal with for the rest 

of their lives. But we are also mindful of how  

they have inspired us.

We stand in awe of the students and parents 

 who make their voices heard over those of 

patronizing adults and politicians. Of those affected 

who fight for meaningful change. Of every single 

kid who, despite having an ordinary day shattered 

by the sound of gunfire, finds the courage to walk 

through school doors again. We want nothing more 

than for them to persevere, which makes 

 IGNITED a story of wish fulfillment.

Not for them.

For us.

Mark Waid, Kwanza Osajyefo
and the H1 team

we
all 
have
heroes

A New Universe. New emotions. Driven by creators.  
Honest stories. Honest emotions. Comics that reflect the world 
today in all its diversity and with all its challenges. Creators 
reaching out to everyone whatever their gender, their ethnicity, 
their religion. We’re on an electrifying journey. Come join us.  
#wearehumanoids #weareheroes



…who don’t
EXiST!

You don’t
think?

Whole thing was a FALSE-FLAG
OPERATiON, man! Biggest,
best-produced one YET!

This isn’t about
“protecting our children”!

This is the loony left coming
after our GUNS and our

CONSTiTUTiONAL
RiGHTS!

I revealed
their secrets in
my NEW BOOK:
“THE PHOENiX

ACADEMY HOAX”--
in stores now!

This school
brought in CRiSiS

ACTORS, that’s all it is!
Disgraceful! Trying to make

us believe in another
“mass shooting”!

if there were
so many ViCTiMS,

how come some of ’em
have VANiSHED?

Could it be, I dunno,
because they never

existed to
 begin with?

Hello?

Remember,
friend: The TRUTH
is always RiGHT.

Next caller.

This is
BRENT SMyTHE!

This is
FACTiViSM!

Afternoon, son!
Where are you calling

from?

PHOENIX. ARIZONA



Your house,
 motherfucker!



This iS normal.

This iS normal.

This iS normal.

This iS normal.

TWO MONTHS AGO



miSs...?

Th is
isn’t

normal.



MONDay. The fiRST day OF the NEw
SCHoOl year. Which ORdinARily is HArdly a 
BREaKing-NEWs EVEnt, but WE’re AT--

--PhoEniX
ACaDEmy High SCHOol,

WHERe a Lone Gunman CARried OUt a
MASs shOoting Last May, kiLling 

FourtEen cHilDren and WounDing
ANother Thirty-Eight.

Today,
Phoenix REoPenS--
ANd WE ARE liVE on

the SCENe.

Oh, GOd, You GHOUls.

THose Who SUrViVed
SEem GLad TO be REuniTEd,
THough SEVeral CHilDren
hAVE bEen missing SinCE

the inciDent.

AuthOritiES ARe
stilL inVestiGating ANy

CONnection One of THem,
A Boy nAMed shai HADane,  

May Have had With
THE shOoting.

leave Us ALone.
WE JuST waNna be

Safe, YOU Know? is THat
TOo much TO ask?

it feels…
it just feels…weird?

I dunno…



guns instead of textbooks. 
yeah, that’ll fix it. that’s 

where we are now.
Most anyone not on 

percocet does, jerk.

“A lot of emotions.” 
No shit.

Except when 
it DOESN’T.

Life goes on.

it takes superhuman effort 
to open this door.

Show’s over now. They’ve got their soundbites. They now have 
permission to go TWEetstorm or concentrate on celebrity

hot-takes about too much pumpkin spice in their latte.

Just being here is 
filling my head up 
with bad stuff.

A lot of emotions
here today. Challenging

times.

Feck off!
I really don’t care--

do you?

The school board is expected this week to
pass a budget that repurposes earmarked funds-- 

already tight--towards arming the TEACHERS
of Phoenix Academy.



mARisol--?

whoA.

if you Got
Nothin’ To HidE,

Then TAke THE
SEe-THrouGHs!

WE diD!

  EVeryone aSsumed A 
Long SuMmer Would
HElp us Heal, And 
Maybe it Did. Some.

WE aLl SPent the SuMmer TryinG
To MAKe SENse of WHat HAPpENEd. 

but Being Back--HEre--All it ’S
doing is StiRring Everything Up.

The WHole 
SCHOol’S A

Jack-in-THE-Box
WIth ONe NOte
LEft TO go.

Hey, Ty. Hey, GEtALong.
YOu SEe THat?

Cut HEr A Break.
I just Wish EVerybody

Would--

WE Know.

GetALong!!

GEt oFf ME,
PENDEJo!

“You NEver THink it’S goinG to hAPpeN 
TO you,” OUR pARents KEpt Saying.

Maybe THey Didn’T.
But WE live in THe PRESEnt.



it’s
impoRTAnt

You kiDS FEel
SEcUre.

THAt’s WHy EVery
ROom Has bEen equipPed with
AN EMErgency Kit TO KEep

you PROtEcted.
LEt’s SEe WHAt’s

inSide.

THEre’s...
A SMALl woOden WEdgE

for tHE DOor.

THEre ’s ALso
A hAMmer.

ANd Some
ducT tape.

firST PEriod GOes by AWkWARdly.

and SECond.

And Third.

But every school day has that
designated time for drama, LUNCH…

…when jack-in-the-boxes 
spring.



this shit about  
arming the teachers?

that is bullshit!
how does throwing

more guns at this make 
anybody safer?

Ask yourselves if
you want to see Mrs. Bosewick

with a GLOCK in her hands when
a black kid says something she

doesn’t like.

Ask Mr. LaMarr if HE
wants to be seen holding a gun

when S.W.A.T. COPs come
tearing around a corner.

This is your 
wakeup call from

 @viral and @wave!
listen hard!

STUDENTS!
Put those phones away

right now!

hearts stop as every single phone in the building
goes off simultaneously. what is this?

RISE UP,
PHOENIX ACADEMY!



Anybody who’s FOR this--
they’re just stuntin’, pissin’  

on the memory of THE  
friends who died.

Either the
teachers AND the administration

send a joint message BY THE END
OF TODAY that they’ll STRiKE

if this program gets
FORCED on ’em--

--OR they’d
better be ready for an
epic case of diarrhea 

tomorrow.

in other words,
if you’re down with armed 
teachers, you’re full of 
shit--and we’re gonna

help you OUT.

oh shoot! DayUm! That Was
Lit!

OmFG!
OKuUuRT!

yOoOoo!

So here’s
the DEAL:



HOW?

How ’d you
pull th is OFF,

you little
shits…?

attention,
students! this is

principal romero!
please do not be

alarmed!

I repeat:
there is no
cause for
alarm!

we’ve been testing our
new in-school messaging 
system for genuine alerts, 
and apparently someone has 
decided it would be “funny” to

hack in as a prank.

We have
an EMERGENCY
BROADCAST
SYSTEM that

activates
PHONES? 

I thought
that didn’t make the

BUDGET--

well, clearly,
you’re mistaken,

hartfeld.

everyone
back to
work!

now!

rest assured, they will be dealt with.
the staff and faculty of phoenix academy
is, as always, dedicated to your welfare. 

maintaining a safe environment
for your education is our top

priority. thank you.



“Hello, students,
I’m Principal

BOMB-MERORPPT
TFTtPpPLl!”

haHAhaHAhaHA

is…
this room

 302?

my name is
Mr. McGReGor...

I don’t
have a lesson
plan, so…
quiet study.

…can’t BElieVe this
haPpENEd…

Just…
REad CHapTEr one

in your TExtbOoks.
now.

That. was. a. mindgrenade.

but I have to admit, it broke 
the tension of everyone 
feeling so…powerless.

No one’s 
taking this 
seriously. 
That night, 
the school 

board
convenes 

as planned.

And then 
TUESDAY 
happens.



Teachers are back to WORK like NOTHiNG
HAPPENED. The school’s saying it was some kind 
of FOOD POiSONiNG, and now they can suddenly 

afford a guard for the FACULTY LOUNGE.
The school board has, 
“unrelated, we swear,” 
pulled arming teachers 
off the table for now.

No students are taking credit. Are they 
TEACHERS? DROPOUTS? For the rest 
of the week, they’re all anybody can 
talk about. Everyone has a THEORY.

But I’ve noticed something that 
I’m keeping to MYSELF for now. 

There’s someone who should 
absolutely love ALL of this.

callum healy. 
king of the 
hellraisers.

always the first to 
have an opinion. And he isn’t saying 

a thing.

wednesday. But it looks like “@viral” 
and “@wave” delivered.

@Viral and @Wave are overnight ROCK STARS to most 
of the students, and secretly some teachers too.



Lovely work,
Himari.

Anouk,
how’s your project

coming?

 I want
your mind AND
your body in my

class on Monday.
Understood?

ANOUK?

hMmm?

?

OH!
I’m sorry!

I--I--

Miss Lovari,
art doesn’t make

iTSELF.

You are OBSESSED with 
Viral and Wave. Why?

is that
strange?

Did you just…
did you just ask me

a question?

That’s ELEVEN WORDS.
That’s ten more than anybody can remember 
you saying all last YEAR, little quiet one.

Why so CHATTY all of a sudden?



Perhaps
these two young 
gentlemen do
not wish to be

FOUND. 
Why are

their identities
so important

to you?

I just want
THiNGS to make sense.
things to happen for

a REASON.

hang on.
Why would you think
they don’t want to

be found?

himari?

himari?

Do you KNOW
something?

Doubleyou
teeEFF?

People
CHANGE. I dunno.

I…

I…

This is not normal.



!

And Monday 
PROVES it.

Ah,
Christ…

We’ll
give you a

RiDE.

…

in WHAT?
A fucking
TaNK?

Luther?
Son? That you?
You’re gonna

be LATE!

Hurry up
and get yourself

READY.



I’ll OWE.
Dad, what are you

DOiNG?

Damn straight.
No crazy-ass sicko’s gonna get

within a HUNDRED YARDS of my MELiNDA,
or Felix’s SAMMY, or ANY of you kids.

Far as I’m concerned, these 
men are officially deputized 

agents of the COUNTY.
MY county.

We’ve DECIDED.
if they’re not gonna 
keep our kids safe, 

then WE WiLL.

Mom?
Mom, you want

to talk them OUT
of this…?

Any other
smart-ass 
questions?

Luther,
HUSTLE.

We’re leaving
in five.

nope.

I’LL WALK!

Jar.

What the
school board

WON’T.



if you’re
down with armed
Teachers, you’re
full of shit--

--and
tomorrow that

won’t be a problem 
for you.

Who are these guys? 
are they guys?

@Wave has a weird lens effect
on himself, and they used voice 
changers but…it almost sounds 

like @Viral has an acce--

HEY--!

JESUS!
 jesus!

MOVE!

holy Shit!
is THat--?

viral?

MOVE,
ye daft

MUPPET!

why? what’s
 happening?



Are they
freakin’
crazy?

I’m calling
 my mom.

No, call the 
police!

The COPS?
Who do you think’s
WiTH ’em, dude?

eVeRybOdY
FINd cOVer!

This is now light years 
away from normal.

This is BAD! WHATEVER this is, 
this is REALLY BAD!

@wave! @viral! WHOEVER the hell you guys 
ARE, if you were EVER gonna step UP again…



rise up,
phoenix academy!

this is @viral  
and @wave!

Guess we
didn’t make it

clear--this is now
a gun-free

zone!

“feck”-- 

Callum.

Where’s 
CALLUM?

…do it 
now!

NGH
aAaH--!



FECK OFF,
THE LOT O’--

--YE--?

This is NoT NORMAL.

this iS--This is NoT NORMAL.



NORMAL!

NoT.is.This.

TO BE CONTINUED...



M E A N W H I L E  I N  O T H E R  C O R N E R S  O F

next

WHO ARE THE IGNITED? 
 
Meet Adam and Elakshi Land. Their chemistry is their 
most powerful enemy. They can’t touch without 
explosive results—literally—yet if they get too 
far apart, disaster is equally imminent. Tethered 
together like it or not, they’re on a race across the 
globe to find out how and why they’ve been ignited—
but discovery isn’t easy when Very Bad People are 
right on your tail, guns blazing! Welcome to the 
STRANGELANDS! 

Dr. Cecelia Cobbina is no ordinary physician. Since 
she ignited, her intelligence has skyrocketed to 
superhuman levels. As a woman of science with an 
unquenchable curiosity, she wants to know not only 
what sparked this change within her but why others 
worldwide are suddenly manifesting similar abilities. 
Alongside her faithful assistant, Dr. Cobbina travels 
the country seeking out ignited who need her help, 
desperate to diagnose the ignition outbreak before 
it creates even more havoc. Follow her adventures 
in OMNI!

The TRIGGERED story continues as Anouk learns the truth 
behind @Wave’s transformation and @Viral’s strange new 
abilities. Along the way, they meet other kids who’ve been 
ignited as well, and though they might not know one another, 
they’re going to have to find a way to pool their powers fast 
if they’re going to protect their school from an armed militia!  

Written by Mark Waid and Kwanza Osajyefo with art by 
Phil Briones, colors by Andrew Crossley and letters by  
A Larger World Studios. Covers by H1 architect Yanick 
Paquette and our very own MVP, John Cassaday!  

WRITTEN BY MAGS VISAGGIO  
AND DARCIE LITTLE BADGER
ART BY MORITAT
COLORS BY LEE LOUGHRIDGE
COVER A: MIKE MCKONE  
COVER B: VANESA DEL REY

#2

WRITTEN BY DEVIN GRAYSON
ART BY ARIELA KRISTANTINA
COLORS BY BRYAN VALENZA

COVER A: MIKE MCKONE  
COVER B: AFUA RICHARDSON

IN STORES JULY 11, 2019 IN STORES AUGUST 14, 2019

“With H1, you’ll recognize some traditional 
comic hero staples but around the corner  

will be a jolt of the unexpected.”
 

JOHN CASSADAY



LIFEOF ANIGNITEDBE     IND
THE SCENES

T H I S  I S  H O W  W E  D I D  I T

WHERE IT STARTED FROM 
 
IGNITED, STRANGELANDS and OMNI were 
conceived by the Humanoids team and three 
brilliant architects who laid the foundation 
for the comic book you’re holding in your 
hands.
 
Once recruited, Carla Speed McNeil (FINDER, 
NO MERCY), Kwanza Osajyefo (BLACK) and 
Yanick Paquette (WONDER WOMAN: EARTH 
ONE) met in New York on April 18th, 2018, to 
begin working on what would become the H1 
IGNITION universe. Immediately, they made a 
terrific team; they each brought a unique set 
of storytelling skills to the table, and ideas 
flew hot and fast. Together, they envisioned a 
world primed by turmoil and stress to create 
a brand-new level of human evolution, with 
all the power and pain it might bring. Weekly, 
the “H1 Architects” met online to build and 
polish this new world with three primary 
goals: make it fresh, make it compelling, and 
make it relevant.
 
By year’s end, Mark Waid (KINGDOM COME) 
and John Cassaday (PLANETARY) joined 
the crew, adding to what the H1 Architects 
had built and taking it to a whole new level, 
one that is being further elevated by the 
respective creative teams on each series. 
This is the result.  
 
Welcome to H1 IGNITION.

Of all the Ignited characters, Shai is 
the one that went through the most 
evolution. @Wave AKA Shai Fareda 
Hadane is a boy from a Jewish-Ethiopian 
lower-middle-class family who faces 
personal challenges unique to his heritage 
and upbringing. He’s the team’s realist, 
their pragmatic voice. By nature—he’s 
made of pure energy—his appearance 
shifts and evolves as he learns to control 
his powers, so don’t be surprised at 
the various forms he’ll take as his story 
progresses.

Everything started in  
this apartment on Avenue of the 
Americas in NYC. Humanoids’ publisher, 
Fabrice Giger, welcomed everyone and 
spent the first few hours with the team. 
Brainstorming was intense,  
led by Senior Editor Fabrice Sapolsky.  
No food was harmed during this 
creative summit (but we ate plenty).  
This was the first of many meetings, 
but the H1 IGNITION universe was really 
born that day. 

THE EVOLUTION OF SHAI
1 2 3

4
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IN THE  

LIFE”
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Every day, seemingly at random,  
people across the world are igniting. 
One, in particular, bears watching…



…we’ve been  
told there  

is an
afterlife.

Savor
the RiSK!

risk is your
step across the
Threshold--

--and
only this

will gain us
paRADiSE.

…all  
our lives

risk is a 
power.



drink  
now. get 
a taste of 
paradise.

and
never look

back!

And all you
have to do to GET
to that afterlife…

is DiE!

it’s not that
simple. You have
to take that step
DELiBERATELY--

--and in the
RiGHT WAY.
So drink up!
Drink now!

But it’s
not true.

LIFE OF AN IGNITED CONTINUES IN STRANGELANDS#1

everything  
has led to  

this moment. 

dearly beloved. 
dear congregants.

dear friends.

the time  
has come.

this is what
the threshold
has been preparing 

you for…




