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“This is a great read.
More, please.”
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SHSSHHH
HHHIIISSS

SO, Uhh--I'M NOT
EXACTL)’ SURE HOW LONG
HAVE. THE O2 READOU
ON THIS SUIT FAILED
MONTHS AGO.

I'M GUESSING I ONLY
LEFT, GIVE OR TAKE.

I'D PROBABLY GET A
FEW MINUTES LONGER
IF I STOPPED TALKING,

BUT..WHAT GOOD IS
THAT GOING TO DO?

NO ONE CAN HELP.
ME OUT HERE. NOT
THIS FAR AWAY.




THIS IS HOW I'M
GOING TO DIE.




EEVERHL YEHRE EHR'LIER'
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‘| I SHOULDN'T BE
SURPRISED, REALLY.
- ‘
-

THIS VOYAGE WAS
%Ivvvsyls& Ggg‘s TLo AM'?%L%%/EED
WE ALL KNEW THAT S TE SRE

THE TIME ON THE
FROM THE START. . TELESCOPE THAT

I GET ASSIGNED,
YOU KNOW
THAT.

...HONEY,
oy CExriin (Ul GuegE ey
CEREEIES THAT IT'S YOUR
BIRTHDAY NEXT
WEEK.

..NO NO,
I GUESS.. THAT'S NOT
LS wieh

WHAT T MEAN
I KNEW. -
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YOUR CAPTAI
SASHA BALODIS
SPEAKING.

AFTERSHDCK

EXCITEMENT &
AND PRIDE THAT 2 AN AnD_V A N C_EgS
I WELCOME

YOU ALL TO THE
INAUGURAL FLIGHT
OF PIGEON
SPACELINES.

EXCITEMENT
AND PRIDE,

I
THOUGHT

YOU WERE |
\ SASHA.
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WE ARE NOW PASSING [d’

300,000 FEET, HEADING TO [

OUR CRUISING ALTITUDE OF =
360,000 FEET, OR 110 KM. o
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WHICH YOU ARE
ALL PROBABLY AWARE,
IS TEN KILOMETERS

A EVERY SINGLE ONE
PAST THE BOUNDARY -
o) | F EARTH, CAN CONSIDER
G ~ OF E URSELF AN

| ‘ i‘ _ | l&\ FEW MINUTES,




STARBO,

ARD
ENGINE FAILURE!
MAIN CABIN

PASSING
275,000
FEET/

CAN YOU
RESTART THE
ENGINE?
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MAXIMUM
THRUST PORT
ENGINE.

230,000
FEET.

MAYDAY
GROUND
MAYDAY. CONTROL
THIS IS
HAVE PS 1.
EXPERIENCED
CRITICAL ENGINE
FAILURE IN
STARBOARD

175,000
FEET, SPEED
INCREASING.

DO
NOw.







GERRY, YOU KNOW
I'M YOUR BOSS,
RIGHT? AND THAT

I OWN ALL OF
THIS?

YOU

ARE MOST
ANNOYING

SAME
TIME
TOMORROW

THEN? YEAH-YEAH,

SAME TIME
TOMORROW,

SO THEN
YOU KNOW

I COULD
FIRE YOU.

YEAH,
BUT ENGINE
EXPLOSION?

ENGINE
EXPLOSION?

You
SAID--AND I
QUOTE--"HEY ITS
NEVER ONCE
HAPPENED
ON ANY TEST
WE'VE EVER
HAD.

DOESN'T MEAN IT
COULDN'T. AND THE POINT
OF A FLIGHT SIMULATOR IS
TO PUT A PILOT THROUGH

ALL THEIR PACES TO SEE
IF THEY SUCK.

BUT YOU
WON'T.




I'M
BEHIND
SCHEDULE,
AREN'T I?

ANYTHING
WE CAN
CANCEL?

OF YOUR OWN
DESTINY.

NEIL, WHY DOES BECAUSE

EVERYONE THAT THEL#

WORKS FOR ME DON'T WANT
LIE TO ME? TO DAMAGE

_ —“'m.

VALID 1
REASON,

CONFERENCE
CALL WITH PIGEON
AIRLINES BOARD
ON RECENT
EARNINGS.

THEY ARE...
RATHER INSISTENT
THAT THIS QUARTER'S
DIVIDEND IS LARGER
THAN THE PROPO$ED
3 CENTS, THEY
DON;LWANT TO

SO MUCH CASH
WHEN OUR RESERVES
ARE ALREADY LARGE,

BLAH BLAH BLAH.
I KNOW THEIR
ARGUMENT,

OUR RESERVES STAND
AT ALMOST 20 BILLION.
THEY HAVE A POINT,

I.I WA
TO HOLD ON TO
THAT MONEY. /

FINE, IM MOSTLY \

FLYING BY THE SEAT OF D NEIL--
MY PANTS, BUT IT FEELS WAKE ME UP
RIGHT AND..2SIGH: OKAY, WHEN MY

CONNECT THE CALL. DAY'S OVER,
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I'M GENERAL

MCMILLIAN,
CHIEF OF STAFF
FOR THE AIR

CHIEF
OF--AS IN
JOINT
CHIEFS?

YO R AR
NEED-MY )
HELP?

WE NEED YOUR
HELP.
U FIRST ‘




WELL
ACTUALLY
NO, THAT'S
NOT QUITE
RIGHT.

\ 19820707-SHAL

v
IT'S A VISUALIZATION, YOU SEE, I RAN |IT THROUGH A VISUALIZATION
THE DATA RECORDED AT GBEOSS PROGRAM I CODED BACK WHE

WAS ON A RADIO
SO THE LIGHT ISN'T O
VISUAL SPECTRUM

YOU CODED
THE
PROGRAM?

GENTLEMEN. WHILE THAT
IS ALL FASCINATING, YOU CAN
BORE EACH OTHER ANOTHER

TIME. WE ARE HERE FOR
A REASON. A VERY
IMPORTANT ONE.

TELESCOPE,
THE

WAS A PhD CANDIDATE, SO THAT'
ACTUALLY WHAT YOU'RE SEEING.
NOT A PICTURE.

THANK
YOU FOR THE
CLARJFI-
CATION.

(o]
IN PROGRAMMING.
I WAS RIGHT, OF /
COURSE. V4

SAME THOUGHT
ABOUT THE AIRLINE
INDUSTRY BEFORE 1

S‘I'AR‘I'ED PIGEON

AND
YOU'RE SURE
THIS ISN'T
JUST AN
ASTEROID OR
A COMET?

ABSOLUTELY
POSITIVE.




THIS IS WHAT
A STANDARD COMET
OR ASTEROID'S ORBIT
LOOKS LIKE.

ALL THAT MEANS : WHICH, DON'T GET ME
IS IT'S NOT FROM  WRONG, IS STILL EXTREMELY
OUR SOLAR SYSTEM  COOL, BUT THAT DOESN'T
THOUGH, RIGHT? MAKE IT AN ALIEN
SPACE SHIP.

FOR AN OBJECT OF
ITS SHAPE AND SIZE--ABOUT
TEN KILOMETERS, BY THE
WAY-IT'S RADIATING MORE
HEAT THAN THE SUN IS
SHINING AT IT.

' THERE ARE
ONLY TWO REALISTIC

EXPLANATIONS FOR
THAT, MR. BALODIS.

EITHER THE

OBJECT IS (:'!vEOLOGICALIéYE

ACTIVE, WHIC
UNPRECEDENTED FOR AN
ASTEROID OR COMET OF
ITS SIZE--OR SOMETHING
ELSE IS CREATING
THAT HEAT.

NUMBERS
MEAN WHAT,

EXACTLY?

...AND
THESE

AND THIS IS THE
TRAJECTORY OF THE OBJECT
4 WE FOUND, BASED ON
OBSERVATIONS OF
THE LAST THREE
WEEKS,

--UNTIL
I SAW THIS, THESE
ARE THE INFRARED
READINGS OF THE
OBJECT.

LIKE AN
ENGINE.




SINCE THE END OF THE ‘

PACE SHUTTLE PROG AM,
NASA CEDED ITS...EXPERTIS

TO ‘I'HE PRIVA‘I'E SECTOR. YOUR
PLANS TO BUILD A COLONY

ON MAR5 ARE WELL KNOWN,

O THE \SONSENE‘:

WAIT--
HOLD ON. ARE
SAYING
YOU RE PLANNING
ON GOING OUT
THERE? TO
SATURN?

[ 1518 TEN KILOM

HAS
1 ANYONE TRIED...
COMMUNICATING
WITH IT--
THEM?

EVERY
MINUTE OF EVERY
DAY SINCE WE
LEARNED OF ITS
EXISTENCE.

THERE
HASN'T BEEN ANY
RESPONSE. THE
RADIO AND LASER
MESSAGES WE'VE
SENT ARE EITHER
NOT HEARD OR
ARE BEING
IGNORED.

WHICH 1S
WHY WE'RE HERE,
MR. BALODIS,

THAT THING--WHATEVER IT
ETERS
IN_SIZE. AND IT CAM

FROM VERY, VERY
FAR AWAY.

DO YOU KNOW
TECHNOLOGICALLY
ADVANCED A SPECIES WOULD
NEED TO BE IN ORDER TO
BUILD SOMETHING THAT
OULD MAKE THAT
JOURNEY?

RN:
IMPORTANTI.Y, W
ANOT] COUNTRY
WILL LEARN IF THEY
BEAT US THERE?

PLANNING ON
GOING.

THAT'S
CORRECT.




...MR.
BALODIS.
WHAT

ARE YOU
DOING?

/CELEBRATING' YOU'RE GOING
TO AsK ME TO BUILD YOU AN DO
AWESOME FUCKING SPACE- I HAVE THAT
g SR TIE e e ety
TO FUCKING PAY FOR. 1 CCRRECTLY

BUT I HAVE TWO

CONDITIONS.
OH, HELL

YEAH, IT'S
A YES,

ONE. THERE
IS NO WAY TO BUILD
HIP WITH CURRENT

‘I'ECHNOLOGY TO GO THERE
AND BACK. THE FUEL,
FOOD AND LIFE GUPPOR’I'
REQUIREMENTS MAKE [T IT WILL BE A
TOO DIFFICULT, EVEN ONE-WAY TRIP ANYONE
WITH AN UNLIMITED THAT &
BUDGET. COMING BACK

AND THE
SECOND
CONDITION,
MR.
BALODIS?
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